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Cromley Column

By HAY CROMLEY

WASHINGTON — Some of Presifent-
et Jimmy Camer's poople sre refur-
biching a0 ides for government repuis:
reflorm pushed withowt success by the
Nupon adreinserathon — 3o idea 2o filled
with common sexfe, neverteeless, that i1
fgr mighe work i Congress and the bu.
MEAACEEICY ¢35 be persuaded 10 20 :i..::»;:E

The approach, 25 conceivad by the Nix.
on Ceancll of Ecomomic Advsers, snd
pushed 2gain by Chardes T Schabre, M
E'::!e:s c=gice w head the CEA. would
eiiminaie many of e Cetaled h:hl-r-yau-
musi-do it n.!a now ani
requlatory agascies — prescridicg “what
companie: must do fo ceduce poilton
and 0 mesr other health, sajety =od as-
speted soctzl goats, and substineie 3 grad-
vated tax. The further a corparation
missed the goals, the higher wou'ld be the
1

Teare wouid be lirria oificis] concern or
regulazlon oa how indusiry must go
abput zchisving the f0ails. And oo ione
tzbles. Bu: the jonger a businessman del-
lied in geiting on targel. he more i
would cosy him. In effect. dawdling
would be taxed.

SCHULTIE is convinced millions conid
be saved in repetitions costly Inspections,
court cases and ip the fends companies
Mo mow Wasie,
beinz forced to solve emvirenrmental. safe-

Thiz is the resull of

Stalled

Companies

of Lnd that could be planted. fzrmers
with 1he aid of sclentists increased the
productivite of esch acre se grestly that
American 32,“-.'1.1.'-'.-_"! is ke mainstay -

i85 6 n trade. The last time ©
rez, we could produce
fee a1 B Japan's cost — and the Japs-
oz zre bizhiv «lfaent people. We find
ne problens today o competing wocld-
wide in 3 wids range of 2zntuitvs] nrod-

exsed, U5 indusiry de
* 2a 3nd other ishor-sav-
img deviees 51 winst in CelD0spech Seems
breaxneck speed.

The men zrguing for the naw approach
in reguistion resson thai if companies
now sre forved 10 pay an ssc=king price
for polluting zir and water. for higher
1han reasorable accident rates, for goods
which endanger consumers and jor other
undesirzhle practices controiled by the
reguialory agencies. American business
wiil make the same stridez in solving
many of these problems 2s did the farm-
ers and busineszmen in mesting the chal-
fznge of land use reswricion and incress-
irg lzbor costs.

THIS APPROACH obviously wonld not
solve all the evils of buresucratic regu-
iztigm. And there zre spme dapsess if the
exd resulis aimed at were pipe dreams.
Bur most businesstnen | know complain
123z aboui e goals they're required 1o

A-

By JACK ANDERSON
with LES WHITTEN

WASHINGTON — It started in the qui-
2t darkpesz Defore dawp. Two small
leaks. aeemingly insignificani. trickled
down the canvon wall near the nortk end
of the grea: earth-filled Tewon Dam.

But three minutes before noon on the
fearinl Sgnday, June 5. 1976, the Shstory
dar: split open. and a messive wall of wa-
ter marid over the pezceful ldzho coun-
a‘}ﬂde, Mirzrphorsty, only 14 paﬂple died
from the floads mvages. But over a bik-
Lon dolizrs woerth of Idsho real esiate
was washed away., Thousands were left
homseleas,

Fubsequent investizations indicated that
the darm should not have been buiiz ar all.
For the Burezo of Reclamation knew,
lpng before 3 billion gallons of water
hacked up behind the dam, whar it was a
risky project. The geology was tricky, the
engineenng dubious. But unfortunately,

Washington was more sensitive o thee

lotbwing for the dam than to the scien-
gifie agzinel i1 And 3o the gov-
emment built a monster called Teton

NOW A WORSE dissster may be in the
rmaking on the California coast. A nuclear
power plant i nearing completion near
Diablo Canvop, just three miles from an
earthqumse line called Hosgrd Faulo

The Hosgri Fault hadn't been dis-
covered when he government issued the
construction permit in 1955, But several
eminenr geologists warned that more care
should be taken to locate possibie fauhz

Washington Merry-Go-Round

in that uake-proge uea.

In 1971, Shell 04 announced
the discovery of the Hosgri Fault They
found it by uzing a method, ironically,
that the nuclear facility’s critics bad uo-
seecessiuily wrged the governmen: to toy.

Vet despite the earthquake danger, the
government went abead with the Diablo
i.'.‘.'m;'on plant. It deesa’t take a peologist
o Ogure oot thal an eanbquake could
roprure the oeeleszr power plant. This
could cause a radiation spill. with ca-
tEsiropind consequences.

The censtruction of the plan: could
hzve been stopped m 1971, of course, be-
fore the full $1.2 billion it cost to build it
wzs spent. NOw it i (o0 lare 1o recover
the epormoRs consTructon cos; the piant
wiil sson be meady w open. However, it
still requires an operating lcense from
the Nuclear Regulatory Commission,
which s supposed to protect the public

_mfery.

The NR( is ronghening its standasds 1o
make the Diable Canvon plant more
earthquake resiclant. Bul g buman engi-
neering could guaranies the safety of a
plant on the edge of an earthquake fault

The MRC'z project maneger for the
plant, Dennie Allison, twold ws that the
commizsion’s pmpa:ed safety regulations .
give some comifort “but not much ™ He
acknowiedged ther the ste “turned out 1o
be not such a great place.”

YET 0 MUCH monsy and effort has
been invested in the plant, and o many

powerfel politicians have backed it, that
there 15 tremendows pressure 10 open it
Allison wid the operaling license prob-

able™ would be granted.
{: “?:5 alsp the site, a 1o cog-
the Tie-

ﬂndaﬁ
Dam. But mhnuzn.v. who pro-
mmeu the dem and the bureaverats who
planned it have pot been held account-
able for the billion-dollar disaster. The
Bureaw of Reclamation, whose mis-
mansgement helped 0 produce the ca-
tasrrophe, has been left unscathed.
Congress, of course, conducted is usual
investizations, but these didn't pertucd
Reclamation Commissioner Gil Stamm_
He told some buresucrats, as we reported
last vear, thar be “wasn't losing any sleep

2t night™ over the congressional inquiries.

Now we have discovered additionsl evi-
dence of hiz apparent nonchalance over
the dam disster. At obscure Howse hear-
ingz. Stamm pook-poohed the casualty

count. which had then reached oaly 11
“The wial number of deaths is 11, three
of which were gunshol wounds, Two were
swicides, one & 3 couple of days after the

lass of the dam. the other rwo weeks af- |

ter the lgss ...~ he repocted blandly to
the Warer and Power subcommiitee.
“There have been a number of heart
attzcks I think the i WEME 3 -
1al of fve. two of whom were a couple of
76 and 78 vears of age who were warned
by relatives in ample time but refused to
lezyve their home. Some time later. when
they saw the water rising, they did
choose {0 leave, but it was wo late. They

Plant Built Near Fault

if sh-_rner measures had been taken
againsy the ible bureaucrais, the
SHC might be 3 little less willing 10 issue
an operzhing permit to 3 nuclear plant on
the rim of an eribgeake faoll

KOREAN DRUG RING — [ntelligence

indicate that North Korea is so

ergtedy short of hard currency that it

irecting a worldwide drug ring to
raise money.

North Korean diplomats in the Scanda-
pavizn countries have been ousted for
their dreg and black-market dealings. Bur
the intelligence repocts suggest they were
merely part of a worldwide l:lpeﬁnﬂn di-
rected by the Negnth Korean government
im’.{.

The di diplomars were hastily
husiled off o Moscow. But
repods say they have now been

back to Prongyzng. There Wefe reports,
in face. thatr the North Mm WEe
s drugs to thewr Comm com-
mdﬁgbhgiﬁn :felmn Curtain.

Footnote: Intellipence reports claimed
that North Korean agents have mmed up
mysterionsly in Mexivo and Africa.

Thited Feammre Symdienie, [ne



