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City of Morro Bay
Morro Bay, CA  93442

(805) 772-6200

February 23, 2010

Gregory B. Jaczko, Chairman

c/o Annette L. Vietti-Cook, Secretary of the Commission

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission

Mail Stop O-16G4

Washington, DC 20555-0001

RE: Relicensing application for Diablo Canyon Nuclear Power Plant

Dear Chairman Jaczko:

As individual council members, we believe that the urgent state and national economic crisis impacting

our local constituents warrants action because of the immediate fiscal implications of the license

renewal process for the Diablo Canyon Nuclear Power Plant. Currently, the full council chose to

postpone action on relicensing pending further information. A year ago, the City Council of Morro Bay

sent a letter supporting state legislation requiring PG&E to do expedited, advanced seismic studies for

Diablo Canyon Nuclear Power Plant. However, As the elected representatives of a California

community within the fallout zone of the Diablo Canyon Nuclear Power Plant, we would like to request

that the NRC place a “stay” on the application for relicensing these reactors that was filed by Pacific

Gas & Electric in November, 2009, with the exception of seismic studies that should be expedited.

We have a significant interest in seeing that the seismic studies mandated by our elected state

assemblyman, Dr. Sam Blakeslee, and facilitated through the requirements of the California Energy

Commission and the decision of the California Public Utilities Commission, be completed before any

further taxpayer or ratepayer monies are invested in the relicensing process.  At this time of serious

fiscal crisis—in our city as well as at the state and national level—there are no extra funds available to

spend on processes that may be redundant or counterproductive.  Seeking the answers to unknown

seismic questions may be the most cost-effective way to safeguard the economics and reliability of our

power supply.

On November 22, 2008, PG&E announced that an earthquake fault had been discovered 1800 feet

offshore of the Diablo Canyon Nuclear Plant.  Until that date, the Hosgri Fault—capable of a 7.5

magnitude earthquake and two miles offshore of Diablo—was the only seismic safety concern.  The

California Energy Commission has recommended that: “PG&E should use three-dimensional

geophysical seismic reflection mapping and other advanced techniques to explore fault zones near
Diablo Canyon. PG&E should report on their progress and their most recent seismic vulnerability




